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The Prince Rupert Gas Transmission pipeline (PRGT) 
 
The PRGT fracked (natural) gas pipeline was granted an environmental assessment certificate by the 
BC Environmental Assessment Office (BCEAO) in November 2014 1. The original routing for this 48” 
diameter pipeline was approximately 900 km from near Dawson Creek to Lelu Island, south of Prince 
Rupert. 2  In the Hazeltons area, the route would traverse the Suskwa Valley, cross the flank of Sidina 
Mountain to cross the Skeena River, then parallel the Kispiox Valley Road and the Mitten Road. 3 
PRGT (then owned by TC Energy) did not start construction on the project. It applied for, and received, 
a 5-year, one-time, extension to its environmental certificate in 2019. 4  This certificate extension 
expired on November 25, 2024. 
 
In March 2024, TC Energy sold PRGT to the Nisga’a Lisims Government and Houston-based Western 
LNG. 5  Western LNG is funded by American-owned Blackstone, 6  the world’s largest infrastructure 
financing company. 7  In February 2024, the BC Energy Regulator (BCER) split Section 5 of the PRGT 
route (Skeena River to Nass River estuary) into Section 5A (Skeena River to Nass Valley) and Section 
5B (Nass Valley). 8  It did this in consultation with the Nisga’a Lisims Government but without any 
greater public knowledge or public input, and with no consultation with the affected Gitanyow and 
Gitxsan Wilps in Section 5. The permit splitting was not discovered by the public until July 2024, as the 
splitting had not been posted on the BCER website until that time.  
 
PRGT applied for two route amendments in 2024; one to allow its western endpoint to be the proposed 
Ksi Lisims LNG plant on Pearse Island in Portland Canal near Gingolx; 9  the other to change the origin 
point of the pipeline in northeastern BC and move it off the territory of the Blueberry First Nations. 10 

These amendments were to shorten the pipeline to approximately 750 km. 
 
In May 2024, PRGT announced plans to start construction on Section 5B in the Nass Valley. 11 
Between August and November 2024, PRGT carried out minimal route preparation on 42 km of 
alignment, amounting to less than 5 percent of the pipeline length. The right of way was not fully 
cleared. No trenching took place. No pipe was bought or installed. No major stream or river crossings 
were engineered. 12  Based on this work, on November 19, 2024, PRGT applied to the BCEAO for a 
“substantial start” determination of the project, 13  which would allow its decade-old environmental 
assessment certificate to stand. Without a positive determination in hand, PRGT would have had to 
reapply for an environmental assessment certificate and begin the process anew. 
 
The BCEAO granted the substantial start decision in favour of PRGT on June 5, 2025. 14  The BCEAO 
approved the PRGT marine route amendment on July 4, 2025, 15  and the eastern route amendment on 
August 28, 2025. 16  The BCEAO approved the Ksi Lisims LNG plant on September 15, 2025. 17  
 
It is a BCER permit condition that construction of PRGT cannot begin elsewhere until Ksi Lisims LNG 
has a final investment decision from its backers – the Nisga’a Lisims government, Western LNG, and 
Rockies LNG. 18  The LNG plant and PRGT completion are estimated to cost $36 billion. 19,20  It should 
be noted that when the 670-kilometre Coastal GasLink pipeline was proposed in 2012, its cost was 
estimated at $6.6 billion. 21  When completed in 2024, TC Energy had spent $14.5 billion. 22 
 
What is LNG? 
Liquefied natural gas (LNG) is created by cooling and compressing fracked (natural) gas to -162°C. 
LNG is then loaded onto specialized marine vessels for shipment. None of the gas that PRGT would 
transport would be used in BC. It would all be exported as LNG to be burned in Asia. 23 
 
LNG is a fossil fuel. It is not a “green” fuel. It is not a “transition” fuel. It is not a “bridge” fuel. 24,25,26 The 
NDP government is promoting that BC must provide its “clean” LNG to Asia 27 to reduce the burning of 
coal to produce electricity, and thereby reduce global greenhouse gas emissions. 
The truths are: 

• China is not replacing coal-fired electricity plants with LNG-fired plants. 28  In 2023, China built 
95 percent of the world’s new coal-fired electricity plants. 29 As of July 2025, China had 1,195 
coal-fired plants 30  and was planning to build three times as many new coal-fired plants as the 
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rest of the world combined (two plants per week). 31  China will simply add new LNG-fired 
electricity capacity to the pyre, accelerating climate change. 

• The principal component of fracked natural gas and LNG is methane. 32  Methane is 80-times 
more potent as a climate modifier than is carbon dioxide, 33  which is a principal by-product of 
coal combustion. Methane accounts for 30 percent of global warming. 34 

 
Interest of the Kispiox Valley Community Centre Association (KVCCA) 
The KVCCA has opposed PRGT from the project’s inception in October 2013. The organization and its 
individual members have made a multitude of submissions to the BCEAO, BCER, and elected 
representatives and Ministers during this time, expressing opposition to the environmental and social 
risks of the project, and questioning the impartiality and integrity of the assessment process itself. 35 
Almost all of these submissions have gone unanswered. The few replies received were of a “form letter” 
nature that did not sincerely address concerns raised. In response to this, and to affirm the intent of 
Kispiox Valley residents, the KVCCA wrote and published the Kispiox Valley Declaration in 2016. 36 
More than 80 percent of valley residents supported the Declaration. In July 2024  37,38  and in  
September 2025, 39 the KVCCA was party to judicial reviews filed in the BC Supreme Court regarding 
PRGT, brought to address the BCER permit splitting and the BCEAO substantial start decision. 
 
Specific Concerns of the KVCCA 
Socio-economic: Pipeline construction is an industrial takeover. 

• Industrial traffic 24/7 for 4+ years 
• Travel delays with checkpoints, bridge bottlenecks 
• More traffic = higher chance of vehicle accidents 
• Private security profiling of residents 
• Possibility of RCMP Critical Response Unit being deployed 40, 41 
• Restricted access to traditional territories for firewood, berry picking, fishing, other wild foods 
• Real estate speculation 
• Higher property taxes 
• Housing shortage, lack of rental housing; in 2021 house rents increased along the TransMountain 

Pipeline route to $8000/mo.; rooms to $2200/mo. 42 
• Evictions of convenience 
• Increase in homelessness (Terrace witnessed a significant increase during LNG Canada 

construction) 43  
• Increase in crime, including property theft 
• Greater risks to women and girls 
• More drugs in the community, more addictions, more deaths 
• Hospital and 9-1-1 services overwhelmed; more sexually transmitted diseases 44,45 
• Landfill and sewage lagoon inundated  
• Boom and bust economy; a few short-term, high-paying jobs will trap locals into debt 
• Increased cost of living 
• Grocery stores cleaned out 
• Local infrastructure hammered; governments unable to fund upkeep and repairs 46 
 

Man-camps: 
• PRGT intends to build an 1,100 person camp in the Kispiox Valley, to be used for 42 months. 
• Man-camps bring prostitution, crime, the drug trade, and increased risks to local women. 47,48 
• Project documentation indicates the possibility of 5 large man-camps in the area. 49 
• The population of any two camps would equate to 80 percent of the regional population. 50 
• The camps would primarily house transient workers, not locals. 
 

Health: 51 
• air pollution, 52  noise pollution, light pollution 
• herbicide application on the pipeline right-of-way for 40 years 
• multiple stresses from disruption to the routines of life 
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Compressor station: 
• PRGT will build a compressor station on the east bank of the Skeena River, 7.5 km east of the 

Kispiox Valley community grounds. 53 
• This compressor station would operate 24/7 for the 40-year life of the project. 
• PRGT estimates that this compressor station, housing three turbines powered by burning gas 

from the pipeline, and including a flare stack, would release 226,902 tonnes of greenhouse 
gases each year. 54  

• This is greater than 7.2 times the amount that the population of the Hazeltons area currently 
creates each year. 55,56 

 
Compressor station air pollution includes 36 substances known to be toxic to people and wildlife. 57,58,59 
All of the Hazeltons area would be affected by this change to the airshed. Studies 60  have shown that 
these substances can cause:  

• Headaches 
• Nausea 
• Cancer  
• Heart diseases 
• Lung diseases 
• Asthma 
• Stroke 
• High blood pressure 
• Diabetes 
• Reproductive/birthing problems 
• Mental health issues 
• Neurological disorders 
• Sleep disruption 
• And that they can make existing medical condition worse 
 

Environmental: 
PRGT will greatly increase fracking in northeastern BC and add to the drought burden and 
environmental harms of that area. 61 
 
PRGT and Ksi Lisims LNG will increase BC’s greenhouse gas emissions 6 percent, by adding 3.77 
mega-tonnes of emissions to BC’s total. 62,63 When the LNG is burned in Asia, it will add 32.2 mega-
tonnes more to the global total. 64  PRGT and Ksi Lisims LNG will make it impossible for BC to reach its 
legislated climate targets. 65 
 
From the outlet of Babine Lake to the Cranberry River, PRGT will cross 289 streams and rivers. Most of 
these crossings would use the “open cut” method, where the pipe is trenched directly across the 
riverbed. In some of the crossings, the watercourse would be dammed and pumped dry before the pipe 
was laid across. Drilling into the bedrock is planned to tunnel the pipeline under the Nilkitkwa, Shegunia, 
Skeena, Kispiox, and Cranberry rivers. 66 
 
The future of Skeena and Nass salmon is on the line. Construction of Coastal GasLink showed that 
neither industry nor its regulators cared to prevent permanent damage to streams and rivers and the 
fish that live in them. 67  BC residents should expect no different with PRGT in the Skeena watershed. 
 
When completed PRGT would be pressure-tested in sections with water. 68  Each kilometre of the 48”-
diameter pipeline would require 11,674,540 litres of water. This water, taken from local watersheds 
such as the Skeena, equates to the daily water use of 52,352 Canadians. 69  Testing the entire length of 
the pipeline would nearly equate to the daily water use of all Canadians. 70,71  After testing, the water – 
contaminated with biocides and oils – would be discharged back into watersheds. 
 
With talk of an “energy corridor,” 72  the PRGT route could be doubled with an oil pipeline. 
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Sources 
If a link fails to load from this document, please copy the link and paste it into your browser. 
 
For complete BCEAO documentation of PRGT and Ksi Lisims LNG: 
PRGT https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/p/588511d9aaecd9001b826b33/project-details 
Ksi Lisims LNG https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/p/60edc23bc69c5e0023a12539/project-details 
 
For industry documentation of PRGT and Ksi Lisims LNG: 
PRGT: https://www.westernlng.com/projects/prince-rupert-gas-transmission-project 
Ksi Lisims LNG: https://www.ksilisimslng.com/ 

 
1. https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/588690d3e036fb0105768d68/download/Environm

ental Assessment Certificate %2314-06..pdf 
 
2. https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/588690d3e036fb0105768d66/download/Schedule 

A%3A Certified Project Description Map Book Index.pdf 
 
3. https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/588690d3e036fb0105768d65/download/Schedule 

A%3A Certified Project Description Mapbook.pdf 
 
4. https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/5cc1f557942207002443836c/download/344987_

Extension Order_FINAL.pdf 
 

5.  https://www.tcenergy.com/announcements/2024/2024-03-14-tc-energy-enters-agreement-to-sell-
prince-rupert-gas-transmission-entities-to-nisgaa-nation-and-western-lng/ 

 
6.  https://www.westernlng.com/news/significant-investment-in-western-lng-funds-ksi-lisims-lng-and-

prgt-projects-to-fid 
 

7.  https://www.blackstone.com/ 
 

8.  https://www.bc-er.ca/files/projects/prince-rupert-gas-transmission/9708461_PERMIT-PIPE-Sec-5-
Amendment.pdf 

 
9.  https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/667b376820cb1300222483af/download/02282-

STN-EN-RP-0002_01-EAC-Amendment6.pdf 
 

10. https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/66f1749f83f2860021f4dabd/download/PRGT-
East-EAC-Amendment_file1of6.pdf 

 
11. https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/66887e5cfd9f8800226495ec/download/Prince%2

0Rupert%20Gas%20Transmission%20Construction%20Start%20Date_%20PRGT_EAC%20Conditi
on%202_24May24.pdf 

 
12. https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/6841bb3b74cf8a00219ff42c/download/PRGT_EA

O_Substantial_Start_Determination_Report.pdf 
 

13. https://www.projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/673fa4f7e2d737002260ab79/download/022
82-PRGT-RE-EAO-LTR-0003_Substantial_Start_Request_IFI_20241119-Attachment.pdf 

 
14. https://www.projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/6841f093fc76c100221cfa7a/download/Infor

mation_Bulletin-Substantial_Start_Determination.pdf 
 

15. https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/68670a127b277000226521c7/download/PRGT%
20Marine%20Amendment%20Order%20and%20Attachments%20FINAL.pdf 

 
16. https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/68b71ba5bc7d290022b1cab4/download/PRGT%

20Eastern%20Amendment%20Order.pdf 
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17. https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/68c87aa1c066630022c97843/download/KL_Envir

onmental_Assessment_Certificate.pdf 
 

18. https://www.bc-er.ca/files/projects/prince-rupert-gas-transmission/9708461_PERMIT-PIPE-Sec-5-
Amendment.pdf 

 
19. https://ieefa.org/sites/default/files/2025-06/KsiFactSheet2025.pdf 

 
20. https://www.benefitsandpensionsmonitor.com/news/industry-news/energy-giant-bets-on-bc-gas-as-

billion-dollar-pipeline-hangs-in-the-balance/391999 
 

21. https://www.biv.com/news/resources-agriculture/coastal-gaslink-pipeline-now-91-complete-8272752 
 

22. https://naturalgasintel.com/news/coastal-gaslink-enters-commercial-service-with-estimated-145b-
price-tag/ 

 
23. https://financialpost.com/commodities/energy/pipeline-lng-project-green-light-bc-regulator 

 
24. https://ecojustice.ca/news/what-does-lng-stand-for-and-other-fossil-fuel-burning-questions/ 

 
25. https://energytracker.asia/is-lng-clean-energy/ 

 
26. https://davidsuzuki.org/press/lng-neither-a-bridge-fuel-nor-a-climate-solution-according-to-new-

report/ 
 

27. https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2025PREM0033-000731 
 

28. https://ieefa.org/sites/default/files/2024-10/LNG is not displacing coal in China%27s power mix - 
AMENDED 7 Oct 2024.pdf 

 
29. https://www.carbonbrief.org/china-responsible-for-95-of-new-coal-power-construction-in-2023-report-

says/ 
 

30. https://www.statista.com/statistics/859266/number-of-coal-power-plants-by-
country/?srsltid=AfmBOopXyr5nmGo2gb2irTG7eOE4QAowHEIgb4a5mfBUON3C2VQNgY-a 

 
31. https://energyandcleanair.org/publication/china-permits-two-new-coal-power-plants-per-week-in-

2022/ 
 

32. https://www.eia.gov/energyexplained/natural-gas/ 
 

33. https://www.edf.org/climate/methane-crucial-opportunity-climate-fight 
 

34. https://www.iea.org/reports/global-methane-tracker-2022/methane-and-climate-change 
 

35. archived e-correspondence held by the KVCCA 
 

36. text and video at: https://kispioxvalley.ca/declaration/ 
 

37. https://ecojustice.ca/news/groups-in-court-to-challenge-the-bending-of-permit-requirements-to-rush-
start-of-construction-on-900-km-pipeline/ 

 
38. https://ecojustice.ca/news/community-groups-react-to-courts-decision-dismissing-their-challenge-to-

the-start-of-construction-on-pipeline-without-an-updated-cumulative-effects-assessment/ 
 

39. https://ecojustice.ca/news/legal-challenge-launched-over-b-c-s-substantial-start-decision-of-
controversial-prince-rupert-gas-transmission-pipeline/ 
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40. https://rcmp.ca/en/bc/police-services/critical-response-unit-british-columbia 

 
41. https://www.ourcommons.ca/Content/Committee/441/FEWO/Brief/BR11772889/br-

external/UnionOfBritishColumbiaIndianChiefs-e.pdf 
 

42. https://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/trans-mountain-winds-up-boom-town-effects-hit-
municipalities-hard 

 
43. https://www.terrace.ca/sites/default/files/docs/city-services/Social%20Development/Terrace-Social-

Needs-Assessment.pdf 
 

44. The BCEAO’s predicted health services effects of PRGT are based on data compiled by the 
proponent in 2014, and are discussed in part, here, pp. 2-5: 
https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/5cc0dd32fac147002471cd5c/download/PRGT_Ex
tension_WGT 

 
45. https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/5899037bb78f32001d572506/download/PRGT 

Socio-Economic Effects Management Plan_Final.pdf 
 

46. https://www.biv.com/news/resources-agriculture/bc-eao-gets-earful-against-nisgaas-ksi-lisims-lng-
8294532 

 
47. https://www.colorado.edu/program/tallgrass/2020/01/29/violence-extractive-industry-man-camps-

endangers-indigenous-women-and-children 
 

48. https://macleans.ca/news/mmiwgs-findings-on-man-camps-are-a-good-place-for-government-to-get-
started/ 

 
49. See page 99 of this document for camp locations in the Hazeltons area. 

https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/588690a7e036fb0105768c7b/download/01%20Pr
oject%20Overview%20Part%201.pdf 

 
50. 2,200 people in camps; 2,621 residents in local area (aggregate of most recent population estimates 

for: Gitanmaax, Village of Hazelton, Sik-e-Dahk, Anspayaxw, Kispiox Valley, District of New 
Hazelton, Two Mile) 

 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/data/statistics/people-population-
community/population/population-estimates 
 
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/dp-
pd/prof/details/page.cfm?Lang=E&SearchText=Sik%2De%2Ddakh%202&DGUIDlist=2021A0005594
9818&GENDERlist=1,2,3&STATISTIClist=1&HEADERlist=0 
 
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/dp-
pd/prof/details/page.cfm?DGUIDlist=2021A00055949813&GENDERlist=1&HEADERlist=0&Lang=E&
STATISTIClist=1&SearchText=Kispiox+1 
 
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/dp-
pd/prof/details/page.cfm?DGUIDlist=2021A00055949812&GENDERlist=1&HEADERlist=0&Lang=E&
STATISTIClist=1&SearchText=Gitanmaax+1 

 
51. https://cape.ca/press_release/prove-the-lng-industry-is-safe-physicians-nurses-and-first-nations-

leaders-challenge-bc-and-federal-governments/ 
 

52. Locally, 66 percent of trees cleared for the pipeline right-of-way will be slash-burned on-site. 
https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/588690e4e036fb0105768dba/download/PRGT 
Land Clearing Calculations, September 4, 2014..pdf 



PRGT Backgrounder, prepared by the KVCCA, September 26, 2025 7 

 
53. https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/588690a7e036fb0105768c7b/download/01%20Pr

oject%20Overview%20Part%201.pdf 
 

54. https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/5886909be036fb0105768c19/download/Appendix
%20F%20Greenhouse%20Gas.pdf 

 
55. BC average GHG emissions per person in 2022 = 12 tonnes. 
 https://www.biv.com/news/bc-says-it-will-miss-key-climate-target-by-half-10590478 
 
56. 2,621 residents x 12 = 31,452 tonnes   226,902 ÷ 31,452 = 7.21 

 
57. https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/588690a3e036fb0105768c50/download/29%20H

uman%20Health.pdf 
 

58. https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/588690a3e036fb0105768c4f/download/30%20Su
mmary%20of%20Assessment%20of%20Potential%20Health%20Effects.pdf 

 
59. https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/58869094e036fb0105768be4/download/Appendix

%20V%20Human%20Health.pdf 
 

60. https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10616731/#gh2479-sec-0130 
 

61. https://www.wildernesscommittee.org/Fracking#:~:text=Oil%20and%20gas%20produces%20a,to%2
0meet%20its%20climate%20goals. 

 
62. https://www.projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/67368cf7abeba70022a029f0/download/Ksi 

Lisims LNG ECCC GHG Analysis.pdf 
 

63. https://www.projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/66d0fd0f51493a0022ff113a/download/34_K
siLisimsLNG_8A_GHG_TDR_Revised.pdf 

 
64. https://stand.earth/press-releases/gitanyow-hereditary-chiefs-call-to-pause-environmental-

assessment-process-for-the-ksi-lisims-lng-project/ - :~:text=The proponent does not 
credibly,shelley@sierraclub.bc.ca 

 
65. https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/climate-change/planning-and-action#targets 
 
66. https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/5886909ae036fb0105768c13/download/Appendix 

K Freshwater. 
 

67. https://thenarwhal.ca/bc-coastal-gaslink-sediment-spills/ 
 

68. https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/588690d4e036fb0105768d6c/download/Assesme
nt%20Report%20for%20the%20PRGT%20Project%20dated%20November%202014..pdf 

 
69. The Canadian average consumption is 223 litres of water per person per day for residential use. 
 https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/231114/dq231114d-eng.htm 

 
70. pipeline internal diameter 121.92 cm; pipe volume per km = 11,674,540.1 litres; x pipeline length of 

approximately 750 km = 8,755,905,075 litres; ÷ daily water use of 223 litres = 39,264,148.3 people = 
94.1 percent of Canada’s population 

 
71. population of Canada, September 26, 2025 = 41.693 million 
 https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/71-607-x/71-607-x2018005-eng.htm 
 
72. https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/carney-poilievre-energy-platform-corridor-1.7508253 

 


